International Organization for Migration

New Minister of Displacement and Migration Visits IOM Iraq

January 27,2011, Amman

On January 23-24, the new Iragi Minister of Displacement
and Migration visited the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) support office for the Irag Mission in
Amman, Jordan. As the leading inter-governmental organi-
zation in the field of migration, IOM was responsible for
facilitating a number of the Minister’s appointments during
his week-long visit to Amman.

His Excellency Dindar Najman, as well as his most senior
staff attended the two-day meeting to discuss future
relations. This was an opportunity for the newly installed
Minister to be introduced to both IOM’s operational and
senior management staff. The discussions were also
attended by the new Chief of IOM Headquarter’s Emer-
gency and Post-Crisis Division. The meeting culminated in
a four-year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) being
signed by IOM and Minstry of Displacement and Migration
(MoDM) that will cover various areas of joint cooperation.

With an estimated 1.75 million Iraqgi people believed to be
either displaced within their own state or refugees in neigh-
bouring countries, finding solutions for their return remains
as important as ever. The partnership between the Ministry
of Displacement and Migration and IOM is of vital impor-
tance in the safe, orderly and voluntary return and reinte-
gration of the displaced.

Over the two days, MoDM was familiarized with IOM’s
various programmes and its future intentions. This was also
an opportunity to discuss any other important issues, in
particular how IOM could provide both technical assistance
and capacity building to the ministry in order to strengthen
its ability to efficiently manage displacement.

One issue raised by the minister was how the ministry could
create new incentives to encourage displaced families to
return and how new initiatives could provide sustainable
solutions that would curtail renewed displacement and
return. IOM and MoDM agreed that a transition must be
made from the programme-based initiatives that exist
today to a more long-term strategic framework.

IOM is thankful to the ministry for its ongoing support and
hopes to maintain a valued relationship to assist the people
of Irag. I0OM will continue to contribute to the efforts and
initiatives of the Government of Irag.

As displacement proceeds, the need for IOM and MoDM to
provide effective and long lasting humanitarian assistance
is more important than ever.

Contact IOM Iraq

Discussions were held in the |IOM Conference Room

His Excellency and his senior staff discuss the Ministry’s Future

Participants pose for a group photograph in front of IOM Iraq support
office in Amman

Phone: +962 6 56 59 660 - iomirag@iom.int - www.iomirag.net
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